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“As a poet who is always striving to
maximize the artistry of my poetry, I began
noticing how literary devices such as line
breaks and rhythm uniquely navigate time
and space. I started to see the page itself

as a field of spacetime, one that was
interacting with poetic language.”

“Time is Not an Arrow: An Introduction to
Quantum Poetics,” Catanzano,

University of Michigan Press 2025
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QUESTIONS that have arisen
from the field of QUANTUM
POETICS

How does a poem interact
with spacetime?

How do new ideas emerge?

How does language in poetry
& science propel imagination
& knowledge? 

How does language restrict
creativity & knowledge? How
do we overcome those
restrictions? 

What conceptual tools do
literary artists & scientists
use to make discoveries?

How do we use language to
perceive the unseeable?

What is reality?

THE IMAGINARY PRESENT - 4/22 - 5:00 PM
- MEINEL OPTICAL SCIENCES ROOM 410


